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Coretta Scott King Award winnerA young girl’s beloved uncle is a talented barber without a shop
who never gives up on his dream in this richly illustrated, stirring picture book.Everyone has a
favorite relative. For Sarah Jean, it’s her Uncle Jed. Living in the segregated South of the 1920s,
where most people are sharecroppers, Uncle Jed is the only black barber in the county and has
to travel all over the county to cut his customers’ hair.He lives for the day when he could open his
very own barbershop. But there are a lot of setbacks along the way. Will Uncle Jed ever be able
to open a shiny new shop?

From Publishers WeeklyAt age 79, Uncle Jed, after a lifetime of obstacles (including segregation
and the Great Depression), finally realizes his dream of owning a barbershop. "Convivial
descriptions of family life are enhanced by Ransome's spirited oil paintings," said PW. Ages
4-7.Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to the paperback
edition.About the AuthorMargaree King Mitchell is the author of the Coretta Scott King Honor
Book Uncle Jed’s Barbershop, illustrated by James E. Ransome, and Granddaddy’s Gift. She is
the creator of the Everybody Has a Dream program, which empowers students in urban and
rural areas to shoot for the stars with aspirations for their lives. Margaree lives in Kansas
City, where she is a member of the Midwest Children’s Authors Guild.James E. Ransome’s
highly acclaimed illustrations for Before She Was Harriet received the 2018 Coretta Scott King
Illustrator Honor. His other award-winning titles include the Coretta Scott King winner The
Creation; Coretta Scott King Honor Book Uncle Jed’s Barbershop; Sweet Clara and the
Freedom Quilt; and Let My People Go, winner of the NAACP Image Award. He frequently
collaborates with his wife, author Lesa Cline-Ransome. One of their recent titles is Game
Changers: The Story of Venus and Serena Williams, which received four starred reviews and
was an ALA Notable Children’s Book. James is a professor and coordinator of the MFA
Illustration Graduate Program at Syracuse University. He lives in New York’s Hudson River Valley
region with his family. Visit James at JamesRansome.com.From School Library
JournalPreSchool-Grade 3-Uncle Jed, a black, itinerant barber in the pre-Depression South,
dreams of opening his own shop. He saves for years, but first his niece, who narrates the story,
needs an operation, and then the bank in which his money is kept fails. The man's spirit never
flags, however, and he finally starts his own business at age 79. Sarah Jean, whose life was
saved by her uncle's generosity, is by this time a middle-aged adult, and shares in his pleasure.
Mitchell's text is eloquent in its simplicity. Straightforward, declarative sentences explain such
concepts as segregation and sharecropping without emotional overtones, while her subdued
prose makes readers keenly aware of the injustice of segregation. Through Sarah Jean's eyes,
readers see both the poverty and discrimination endured and the sense of community and



caring shared by her family and friends. Ransome's richly textured oil paintings, uncluttered and
direct, beautifully complement the text. These are strong characters captured with forceful brush
strokes, yet the illustrations also include such details as a crocheted saddle blanket. Both
touching and inspirational, this book is ideal for story hours featuring favorite relatives, and it
could start children saving for their own dreams.Louise L. Sherman, Anna C. Scott School,
Leonia, NJCopyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to the hardcover
edition.From Kirkus ReviewsGreat-uncle Jed, Sarah Jean's ``favorite relative,'' travels from
house to house as ``the only black barber in the county.'' When he comes to cut her daddy's
hair, he explains that he's saving for a shop. But folks are poor and Jed is generous; his money
saves Sarah Jean's life (in a segregated hospital where ``the doctors wouldn't do the operation
until they had the money''); later, he loses everything in a Depression bank failure. But on his
79th birthday, when Sarah Jean is grown up, he opens his own shop to such a crowd of well-
wishers that ``he cut hair all night...That man was so glad to have that shop, he didn't need any
sleep.'' Soon after, he dies happy, having shown Sarah Jean how to dream, too. Ransome's
realistic, powerfully constructed paintings depict the characters as self-reliant and unbowed,
their warm good feeling flowing from one to another. A fine, unusually engaging debut for
Mitchell, celebrating the courage and humanity of men who could survive hard times and
injustice without rancor. (Picture book. 4-8) -- Copyright ©1993, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights
reserved. --This text refers to the hardcover edition.Read more
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By Margaree King MitchellIllustrated by James RansomeSIMON & SCHUSTER BOOKS FOR
YOUNG READERS

SIMON & SCHUSTER BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERSA imprint of Simon & Schuster
Children’s Publishing Division1230 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10020Text copyright
© 1993 by Margaree King MitchellIllustrations copyright © 1993 by James RansomeAll rights
reserved including the right of reproductionin whole or in part in any form.SIMON & SCHUSTER
BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERSis a trademark of Simon & SchusterThe illustrations were done
in oil paint on paper.To Kevin, who always believed in my dreams—MKMTo Gloria and Jerry
Pinkney . . . thanks—JR

Jedediah Johnson was my granddaddy’s brother. Everyone has theirfavorite relative. Well, Uncle
Jedediah was mine. He used to come by our house every Wednesday night with hisclippers.
He was the only black barber in the county. Daddy said thatbefore Uncle Jed started cutting hair,
he and Granddaddy used to haveto go thirty miles to get a haircut.

One Hen: How One Small Loan Made a Big Difference (CitizenKid) Dad, Jackie, and Me Mango,
Abuela, and Me Aunt Flossie's Hats (and Crab Cakes Later) The Lotus Seed Henry's Freedom
Box Beatrice's Goat The Glorious Flight: Across the Channel with Louis Bleriot July 25, 1909
Ruth and the Green Book Those Shoes Crown: An Ode to the Fresh Cut (Denene Millner Books)
Shape Me a Rhyme: Nature's Forms in Poetry Crow Call New Shoes Jamaica Tag-Along Train to
Somewhere Rosa (Caldecott Honor Book) This Is the Rope: A Story from the Great Migration
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Katie, “Enjoyable and educational. I really love this book. It’s a good introduction to the black
American experience at a children’s level. The themes of family bonds, working and persevering
to reach one’s dream and the importance of community are wonderful. The book is told from the
perspective of a young girl named Sarah Jean. She describes her favorite relative and his dream
of opening his own barbershop. Until then, he goes to his customers’ homes cutting hair and is
the only black barber in the county. She says most people didn’t believe he would really do it, but
he continues to work toward his dream despite the setbacks he faces. Though Uncle Jed is
ambitious, he is community oriented and in hard times he accepts whatever compensation
people can give. He finally achieves his dream and opens his barbershop before he dies. The
illustration for this page is my favorite of the book, showing a crowd of beaming customers
applauding as he gives the first shape up in his own shop. The book briefly introduces
sharecropping, segregation, and the Great Depression in ways that children will understand. The
definition given for each is simple and a good beginning point for kids. Segregation is mentioned
specifically when Sarah Jean has to go to the hospital, described in part with “There were
separate public rest rooms, separate water fountains, separate schools. It was called
segregation. So in the hospital, we had to go to the colored waiting room.” It’s an excellent book
to use when introducing the history to children while also supporting the following of one’s
dreams. Black history isn’t covered enough in education and this is one of the books I will be
using to supplement that deficit. The illustrations are nice, soft and fill both pages. This is such a
relatable and beautiful story.”

readalot, “Super book for many reasons. This is a great book. Classic. It also has been used by
me for inspirational talks and as an introduction to workshops on gratitude and generosity. I have
even sent it abroad to some of my English speaking friends who live and work in poor African
cultures. It gives individuals a chance to practice their English reading skills. It has also been
helpful as well as a tool to work at counteracting the myth that everyone in America is rich and
focused totally on materialism ( an attitude that I have encountered on several occasions during
my mission trips to more places than I want to mention ) I have used it also as a socialization
tool when I read stories to both children as well as mixed age groups - an opener for discussion.
I have found that even people with whom I interact on dementia or memory loss units-in nursing
homes enjoy the pictures and can recall events in their own lives about haircuts and support
from others when illness strikes. It also beautifully exemplifies the idea That poverty does not
define your value as a human being.”

Mary Z., “Uncle Jed's Barbershop. Don't you want your dream to come true? In the fiction story
"Uncle Jed's Barbershop," by Margaree King Mitchell, we learn how an old man's dream came
true.One day there was a guy named Uncle Jedediah who was Sarah's favorite relative and who



was her dad's brother. Uncle Jed wants a barbershop, but he does not have the money to get
the barbershop. He keeps on trying, but he keeps on using the money for other things. Will he
be able to have the money to get the barbershop?The author wrote this book to show us dreams
can come true. My favorite thing about the book was when Uncle Jed was talking about the
barbershop.I would recommend this book to others because in other stories that person's dream
might come true. I like this book because other people were helping Uncle Jed out.You should
read this book because it is a very sad book because Sarah could have died and I thought she
would die.By: Delvina”

M. Michele Jones, “Every Barber should own one. Great bookI discovered a copy of this in a
thrift store showed it to my coworker and he fell in love and asked me to order him one as well
our kids loved reading this book and I am happy to make the contribution to the author.”

Ann, “This is one of my six year old's favorite books. Beautiful illustrations and a beautiful
storyline. This is one of my six year old's favorite books. Beautiful illustrations and a beautiful
storyline. It also provided a wealth of opportunities to talk about important real-life subjects with
kids - both historical and modern day - including the Great Depression and segregation.”

Edwin Jackson, “Great even for adults!. I am a substitute teacher in a primary school. I was
subbing in the library and this book was part of the lesson for that day on "perseverance." I loved
it so much I had to buy it for my personal library. I highly recommend this for adults as well as
children. If you are trying to reach a goal and have a difficult time attaining it, this book is for you.
If you are doing what you set out to do read it anyhow. It will inspire you to keep going forward!!”

Christina E. Jordan, “Warms the heart!. I wrapped this book to a class and they were so
captivated by the illustrations and the words in this book. It has so many great things that we can
connect to our lives present day. The students really enjoyed it and it made my heart smile!”

Ashley L Richardson, “It goes through the good and the bad of entrepreneurship with a real
world .... We use this book for our economy unit. It goes through the good and the bad of
entrepreneurship with a real world experience. It also shows diversity as a black man can have
his own business through lots of work and dedication”

The book by Margaree King Mitchell has a rating of 5 out of 4.9. 130 people have provided
feedback.
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